January 2, 1963 


Mr. Edmund J.Yaskas 
Worcester Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Yaskas* 

The article about the Massachusetts Oak Tree has been 
revised further and will appear in the February Numis¬ 
matist. I certainly appreciate your cooperation with 
respect to it and I am sure you got my request for 
additional information. I hope ve can find the source 
of this devilment. 

I want you to know that I am satisfied the Hark Newby 
piece is also a forgery but the proof of its being a 
forgery is most difficult except with respect to the 
edge milling which is defihitely artificial and not 
normal. I am sure that you would probably want to write 
this up in your column somewhere around the time it is 
published elsewhere and I will keep you advised. 

As long as you own two of these Oak free forgeries, I am 
wondering whether you would part with one of them. I would 
like to offer you in exchange for either of them two false 
pieces, a Settle copy of the Half Eagle of 1303 which I 
am enclosing and on which you will note the word "Kettle" 
in tiny letters next to the date. This, of course, was 
ground off on many occasions. The other, which I am en¬ 
closing, is a copy of the 1795 Jefferson Head cent which 
is an early counterfeit type. These two false pieces 
of mine should be equivalent to one of your false Oak 
Trees. 

I am also returning both false Oak frees and your original 
photo and look forward to hearing from you with respect 
to the exchange. 

My kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETI 



Jan. 5, 1963 


Dnar Mr. NEYinnan; 

As soon as anything comES through from England on thE adv. 
I’ll SEiid it along. PErhaps your nEXt articlE will expose an IntEr- 
na.tional ring of forgErs. 

If you havE a good glossy of thE Mark NEv/by piECE, I could 
USE it to illus',:ratE ray story on this fakE. 

As to an ExchangE of onE of ray Oak Tuee forgEriES for your 
two ;'alSE piECES, I’d rathEr not. 

Actually I nEVEr Y/as that intErEStEd In this typE of col- 
lECting. I had a chancE 0 v/hilE back to obtain a similar "KEttD.E" 
piECE from a dEalEr but eveu at a prlcE of $5, turnE 1 it dOY/n. 


REason I got so dEEp into thESE shillings is that it raad 


I good story, and I am trying to gEt togEthEr oue gEnuinE spEcim.En 
Each of thE Oak, PinE and WilloY/ TrEE shillings, thEy bElng part of 
our local history. ThE Oak v/as to havE bEEn thE first of this trio. 


If you havE a nicE, Extra onE of thESE piECES lying around 


thE housE PErhaps you v/ould considEr onE of ray shillings as part of 
a tradE towards it I 

By thE way. I’m still on thE lookout for anything about fakE 
MassachusEtts cEnts or half cEnts, which I bEllEVE you arE v/orking on. 
So far thE shilling story is all I havE to offEr you. 

Cordially, 


p.s. 


EnclosEd arE your 2 
imitation dIeces, 



January 10, 1963 


Mr* Edmund J* Taskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass* 

Dear Hr. Vaskas: 

I will send you a picture of the Mark Newby piece as 
soon as I am thoroughly convinced it is a forgery* 

It would be premature to publish anything on it until 
I have gathered a little more evidence and I am hope¬ 
ful that we can get the evidence of your advertisement 
It will make a swell story for you. 

With respect to the fakeMassachusetts cents and half- 
oents, these were put out by Spruceland Stamp and Coin 
Company,State Street, Springfield, Massachusetts, 
which is the trade name under which this nan does 
business* I wrote him to donate copies to me but 
he has not responded and I believe had a heart attack* 
I will not buy fakes but pass the information on to 
you for what it is worth* 

Ttiis has nothing to do with the 1776 halfpenny and 
one penny Massachusetts pieces put out by Copley 
Coin Company and which are stamped with the word 
"copy” in incused forra* 

I hope this brings you up to date* 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P* NEWMAN 


♦>1*- 
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WORC|;'STERTELEGRAM-0:i]e Iftiemng daZette-SUNDAYlELECRAM 

^ ' WORCESTER 1, MASSACHUSETTS 

. , , J8,n*15^1963 


DEar i/Ir. NEwraan; 

First REport on THAT AdVErtlsEmEnt: 

It appEarEd in an English wEEkly publica¬ 
tion callEd "ThE ExchangE and Mart" undEr thE 
classification of Coins and MEdals. 

Informant bEliEVES it was in an Edition 
of Jure or July in 1962, but sincE at mi 
prE Ent wiam hE is in a hospital furthEr 
dEtails arE not availablE to him.at this 
timE, PErhaps latEr hE will bE ablE to SEnd 
additional information. 

By thE way, did you noticE in thE ClEndin- 
ing S Co. SalE of Oct. 31, 1962, AnciEnt & 
ModErn Coins in Cold and SilvEr, thErE was 
listEd as, Lot 313 USA iN/iassachusEtts, Oak TrEE 
Shilling, 1652 (this piECE is from unrEcordEd 



diES and may bE a fabrication). VEry FinE." 

\It was 

ThE piECE was sold for 12 Pounds. 
listEd .on PagE 21. OvEr and Out... 


Samuel R. Pressman 






Samuel R. Pressman 


Attorney and Counsellor at Law 
11750 SHAKER BOULEVARD 
CLEVELAND 20. OHIO 

WYOMING 1-1170 
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February 1 63 


Mr. Samu|t^ R. Pressman 
117^0 Shaker Blvd. 

Cleveland 20, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Pressman: 

Thank you for your interest in my article. 

I am very interested in what you have to say and 
am head of a committee of TAM'S to try to regulate 
the problems which have arisen with respect to 
reproductions. I am enclosing the latest draft of 
a code which, if approved by our Committee, we would 
like to have adopted. 

No one is going to defy detection with the junk being 
produced. All it takes is a willingness not to buy this 
junk and it will not be made. That is what the code 
is for. If you, as a lawyer, have any suggestions 
as to the code I would like to have them. If you, as 
a numismatist, have any suggestions please (^t your 
legal brain aside and let me ha^'e them from that 
point of view. 

Nothing is going to happen to the enjoyment which many 
of us have received from our hobby, and I hope you 
encourage your son to continue along with you. I am 
broken hearted to have to spend so much time exposing 
immoral matters in our hobby, as I would prefer to go 
back to my research and writing with the limited time 
that I have. 

It is certainly satisfying to have you state that some 
of my past writings have given you hours of enjoyment. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEV'MAN 


EPN:ak 


Enclosure 


/ 


WHITMAN 

PUBLISH! 

COMPANY 



Subsidiary 


1 2 2 0 M O U N 


Western Publishing 


Company, Inc. 


AVENUE • RACINE. WISCONSI 


February 4, I963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5i Missouri 

Dear Eric; 

Congratulations on the top notch article which appeared in 
the Globe Democrat. I received your copy and one other 
from a friend in Hannibal. They did a fine Job and this 
certainly should publicize the book nicely in your area. 

Congratulations are also in store for the excellent article 
which you wrote for the N-umismatist. I especially enjoyed 
your blast at the current trend of making struck copies, 
"restrikes", etc. 

The Oak Tree shillings were news to me. Are they prevalent 
in this country? If they are generally for sale, I would 
like to have one for my reference collection of fake coins. 

Sales of the Fantastic l804 book are slow but steady. We 
seem to have moved approximately 2,500 copies already. This 
is not earth-shaking but I can see where the book will be a 
standard, perhaps even a classic for many years to come. 

Kindest personal regards to you and the family. 

Sincerely, 

WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 



Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 


KEB:Jam 


February 7, 1963 


Mr* Kenneth Bressett 
Whitnan Publishing Conpany 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 

Dear Ken: 

Thank you for your letter of February h* The blast 
in our local newspaper was tremendously popular and 
endless people read it in detail* '^his is the type 
of thing which I hoped could be obtained nationally 
for both of us so that it would help sell the book. 
Frankly, I am disappointed that more books have not 
been sold. 

As to the Oak Tree shilling forgeries, I have only 
run across four and they have been sold for $30 each 
in England* I, like you, would like to have one 
for my reference collection but it would have to 
be given to me as 1 will not purchase a fake because 
I feel it encourages faking by doing so. I did not 
realize you had a nice collection of fakes* I have 
a few duplicates and perhaps you.do. Maybe we can 
fake each other out* 

With respect to reproductions, you are going to see 
a lot of news shortly* The TAFS Committee is going 
to take the position that no reproductions should 
be sold or offered for sale by anybody or advertised 
even* This will be subject to adoption by Coin Clubs 
etc* I hate to waste time trying to improve the 
morals standards of coin collecting but I was asked 
to do this dirty job and am going to give it my all* 

A tentative draft of the code which our committee 
are about to propose is enclosed* 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincere ly. 


EPH/atb 


ERIC P* NEWMAN 
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January 15, 1963 


Mr, Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island 
New lork 

Dear Dick: 

I am returning herewith the Connecticut spuriosity 
and the Mark Newby farthing in silver. Photographs 
are also enclosed for your file. 

I have studied the Xark Newby piece and have con¬ 
cluded it is a fabrication. The primary defect is 
that the edge has individual out notches to resemble 
milling. They are unevenly spaced, crude, of uneven 
depth, and uneven width. All normal Mark Newby 
pieces, including the silver ones, have a Castaing 
machine milled edge of uniform indentations. This 
shows that the counterfeiter did not have such a 
machine available, I also call your attention to 
the fact that the obverse and reverse are very per¬ 
fectly struck, which is most unusual in the genuine 
coinage, Xou will also note that in each motto one 
word is made up of thick letters and one word is 
made up of thin letters. Jiach R and each E is diff¬ 
erent. The three dots on the inside of the crown 
are not on any other farthing in my collection as 
another design is normally used. The specific 
gravity is 9.6, the weight 110-1/2 grains, and that 
is the story. 

Because this coin was advertised and acquired along 
with the Oak Tree shilling forgeries in England I 
believe there is no doubt about it being a forgery. 

I propose to write it up very shortly and only wish 
your man would be nice enough to find out the source. 
I already have the name of the dealer through whom 
the other Oak Tree forgeries came from. 


- 2 - 


January 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 


Tou asked to examine my Pitt farthing and it, also, 
is enclosed. Please return it at your convenience 
with your comments. 

Again, may I express my appreciation for your cooper¬ 
ation with respect to this research in this field. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPIC P. NEWAK 


EPN/etb 



^car ..ic; 


■■■j .;iuch for ■ - left r cc’-'. -^cr " : Let. I've re&j 

tae farthing, r ' ‘ : ' -r n?Vo f ^-r eorr'-re. T^' arc uiien it co.;.cs in, I'll 

Let you kncvv’ dt .o'!. a i^.K ’•■■■■.e :":/-.n: aa la, now t:iab I see it again, 

vias th^ f- ct tnat ia wan too well struck, trio r-cige, and tae toning anneared to 
be artificial. Is that all bh'^t you can say nl ouu t le Connecticut "spuriosity". 
Have you ever seen an.-rthi’^g like it be<;'ore? ""ave ,y'iu anv icea who raaae it, and 
v-hen?' It is -^ot trie it^-.ii cescribed bv Petts tn^^t ne luade. I've written to 
a number o*'' oeonle ashing to f'^ 'row taeir Pitt ^s, no unon iir/ return j rom 
L4 about th“ 3rd, I '^houl<' nave a few more nere, and snoulc If- able to come up 
with s'^metning de^’initive. Do you know w lo else has a specimen of tais, tnat 
I f. if^it borrow? fn cursory exa.iination, yours .■■-ooears to be of the same size 
arc toxtur'' a?- the one I iiave here, and I'm beginning to believ*^ tnat tney »vere 
both ‘=t’-uoV cac't niancnets. hut, to efinitely determine an;/triing, I want 
to riv^ if a lot mor-" stur y, -nd oonpar'-^ it wdta more nieces, mrs. p. nromised 
to lend me ners. Do y-'U iiav-- a- extra nrint of tne Oak free forgery? 


Ki’ucest rrgardu, 


Si’ Gor'^ly, 




February 28, 1963 


Mr. Richard Picker 
P.O.Box 366 

Albertson, Long Island, New York 
Dear Dick: 

Bob Vlack writes rae that last March, at the 
New York Metropolitan Convention, both you 
and Dr.George Fattel showed him a specimen 
of the Oak Tree shilling forgery which I 
wrote up this February. Is that accurate? 

Do you know Dr. George Fattel well enough 
to inquire where he might have gotten it? 

I have your mystery piece and doubt if I 
can help you but am still trying. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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^RlcLarJ (SPicL 


er 

/'63 


Area Code 516 • MAyfair 1-0763 


■"hankf^ very mucr for your Io /lo. .u ■ lo eroy to ur. atcel, r.iicii f pr-suar 
von /.‘v.iLo, 9'r:d retuiTii''R. I vrrj .Lin :.^iy able ro hi:- acicross, 

'.'r-^te liiiu .iubar anti ally '.he soiiie s: "t ^jf letter y^'oc r.ey. He ^houid ir- r; - 
both ooday. 7 will vr-itw 'm.., aok k" "OVoC-.;. to o'-r oource aboi'. 
liisanmiil'e, s'raoono: oe-vt j;. - h'-Lf ua . o o/nicn oe-ta '.nl.v had all cf 

:.ar-H'icrr; o*'’ ' ca ;t, bat, )OOoibly have boon ooec , .no iu:‘t poorly 

.-'il.i- acid. I h-r, se'.'n ror ;iu: t lit - it ir- 'j. Y. a fn months .ayo, or 


l-a:j, - lit, i.t's ver-v OOSSihb- inOi. tO 

ot.'y' que:-:ticnoble, but, i^ it's aroth::.’- ■ 
boina nacd. ^ .nuydeste.; t-iat t-iis party, I 
nainiriation. The nar-' -y v/ho snov.-d it tc; 

"o C'nldrht dacids u,p'-<a ronarrei'ief'b, rio t 
arc. Irau it •'oet 'iao ItIti '"'or a ""o:-i^nco, .iar --a 
T'ci bt:' most to baor your fincin^e. 


oiecc. It it is, it's 

inb; ,. b:t'ont l.iev' 

O'-, send ic Oh Co you 
, . r, A ;i1 ai'o ::Tnct; 

. ■ bs ■: iso a ( .-6 

i--lunirit. " :'-"nds t, 


Sincew.ly, 


Kindest rnrnr: 



November 20,1962 


Mr,Elston G.Bradfield , Editor 
P.O.Box 3ii91 
Chicago , HI. 

Dear Brad* 

I am enclosing a tentative draft of an 
article for the Numismatist • It is written not 
so much to disclose a counterfeit but to stir up 
interest in stopping traffic in the various phonftys 
which are with us. Does it appeal to you? 

I want you to know that this article will 
be exclusive to you. Pictures for its illustrations 
will be on their way whenever you are ready. The 
most important thin^ is when it will be published, 
if you like it. A delay in releasing this information 
may result in many being deceived, thus I hope it can 
deserve and be granted an early biirth. 

I will look forward to hearing from you 
or Glenn on thematter. 

Kindest personal regards. 



ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION 
SOCIETT 


Deouftaber 17, 1962 


I'ir.Elson G. Br*dfield 
P.O.Box 3U91 
Chicago $h, I ItnoiB 

•^ear Brad: 

Pursuant to our previous correspondence, I enclosing, 
ready for publication, the article nhlch I nov entitle 
"How Can Vi^e Stop Coin Forgeries - A Dangerous Oak Tree 
Shilling Copy Appears"# 

I have revised it so that it is a little r^ore readable 
and logioal. It ought to cause aotne stir as I ata sure 
there are plenty who do not agree. 

In raaklng a cut for the illustration which is enclosed, 

I would like it enlarged so as to uoe one full page. 

The natter of the text under oaoh of the coins is up 
to you. It can be typeset by “laking separate cuts 
or put in slots in one large cut. 

lou indicated this could be published in February, 1963 
and I would very much appreciate it if that were possi¬ 
ble as I want to ace what the general reactions are to 
the problem for the TAMS committee. This story is ex¬ 
clusively for the Hunismatist, £'S I previously stated. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EIIIC P. HEWHAN HUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


P.S. If you have not already sent me two extra copies 
of the December Numismatist, I would appreciate it. 


EPN/atb 


December 26, 1962 


Mr .Elston G. Bradfield, Editor 
P.O.Box 3U91 
Chicago Sht Illinois 

Dear Brad: 

I would like to make -a slight correction in the 
text of the article I submitted to you entitled 
"How Gan We Stop Coin Forgeries", etc. The 
last sentence on page 2, which carries over 
to page 3, should be revised to read as follows: 

"Three of the Oak Tree shillings were 
advertised in the newspaper along with 
a genuine St. Patrick farthing and the 
shillings were sold by mail to a British 
coin dealer". 

On line 7 of page U, please insert the full name 
"Edmund" in place of the initial "E". 

Thank you for your cooperation. 


Stn^rely yours. 



ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



lieceniber 26, 1^62 


Dear Brad 
J an ua ry, 


Mr. Ytinfien Mayo 
-^cCoraick-Arnstrong 
P.O.Box 1377 
Kiohita, Kansas 

Dear Mr. Hayoj 

In accordance with my telephone conversations with 
both you and Mr. Bradfleld, T am enclosing a complete 
revision of the article entitled ”How Can Stop 
Coin Forgeries”, etc. 

I am glad you had not set the type as some new 
material came tome the day before yesterday and I 
wanted to include it. 

Please return the paste up plate to me when it has 
served your purpose. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 



EHIC ?. HEVmAK NDHISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIFTI 


cc* 

Mr. Elston Bradfield 


EPN/atb 


Would you be nice enough to send me two copies of the 
1963 NUMISMATIST for my clipping file. 


EPN 


January lli, 1963 


McCormick-Arnatrong Company 
P.O.Box 1377 
Wichita, Kansas 


Attention* Mr. Virden Mayo 


Gentle men: 

I am writing you because I hope you have not used 
the wrong copy for the article in the February 
Numismatist entitled "A Dangerous Oak Tree Shilling 
Copy”. You returned to me the original article 
and I hope you did not use this for the text, I 
am hopeful that the text will be the revised draft 
which I sent to you on December 28. Will you let 
me know for ray peace of mind which text was used. 

I must comment upon the fact that the reproduction 
of the plate is absolutely superb. 

Thank you, very much, for the cooperation you have 
shown me. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


January 30, 1963 


Mr.Elston Bradfield 
P.O.Box 3U91 
Chicago $h, Illinois 

Dear Elston: 

Thank you for the positioning of my little 
article on the Oak Tree Shilling forgery. 

For vanity sake, I would like to have ten 
additional copies which I hope will not be 
an inconvenience for you to send me. 

As soon as I hear from England I will write 
up a second forgery which was made by the 
same forger. I hhve already studied and 
pholtographed it and believe that it should be 
exposed before more people are burned. 

The cooperation I received from Mr. Mayo was 
very much appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


2-17-63 


Dear Eric: 

Will look forward to your, second 
article on the new copy. Also, 
I'll send you the extra Pebs at 
the earliest convenient time. Am 
way behind with work, so may ^e 
a couple of weeks. 

Personal regards 


ChiUuyf: , 


hi. 




February 25,1963 


Mr.Elston G. Bradfield 
P.O.Box 3 U 9 I 
Chicago Shy Illinois 

Dear Brad: 

I just got a letter from David Spink and he, 
personally, is going tolook up the advertise¬ 
ment which seems to be the introduction of 
the St. Patrick’s forgery which you want mo 
to write up for you. Under these circum¬ 
stances I would like to know the final date 
that I can send the article in to you in 
order to make the April issue. 

I do not feel it should be delayed until May 
if there is any way for me to complete the 
data in time. 

You won’t forget the extra copies of the 
February Numismatist, I am sure. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


THE NUMISMATIST 

Official Magazine of the 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor 
P. O. Box 3491 
CHICAGO 54. ILLINOIS 


February 27,1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washlggton Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo, 


Dear Eric: 

Brad asked me to answer your letter at once - he Is quite 
sick with the current Flu bug. 

In order to save time and expedite matters Brad suggests 

1- Call V.D. Mayo regarding the final date In order to 
make the April Issue. 

2- Ask Ver Den to follow the style used In the February 

Issue article. 

3- Send the article directly to VerDen and a copy to Brad 
at his home address, 3079 Greenwood Ave. - Highland 
Park, Illinois. 

4- Let Brad know about how many pages there will be, also 
If there are any Illustrations and how many. Please be 
sure all Illustrations are Identified. 

5- Brad will send you the extra copies of February Issue 
as soon as possible. 

We hope you are well and will be successful In avoiding 
this miserable Flu bug. 

Kindest regards, 

Slnce^rely, 

<.-c- y - 
Je^ Bradfleld 


March 1, 1963 


Mr. Virden Mayo 
Ariastrong-HcCornick Coj^pany 
P.O.Box 1377 
Wichita, Kansas 

Dear Mr. Mayo: 

I am half over the flu. Brad has the flu, and 
Brad want^'d rae to try to get an article in 
the April Muraistatist. 

I have some information which is essential 
cowing in frora England supposedly in a few 
days. I would like to know the final date 
on which I could get the material to you. 

There will only be on© illustration occupying 
one-third of a page and should be no more than 
two full pages of printed text. Unfortunately, 
if ray information does not come In from England 
on time I cannot aubalt the article. Under 
these circumstances, let me know. I could 
submit the cut earlier for eventual use in 
any event. 

Thanks for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Ei'N/atb 

CC: Mr. Elaton Bradfield 


McCORMICK-ARMSTRONG CO., INCORPORATED 


March 4, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I will need your new copy and illustration by March 8th 
to run in the April issue. We plan on going to press 
the 12th of March. 

If you can't make the deadline, we can hold for the May 
issue. 


Sincerely, 



VDM:s 



41, Penton Roai , 

Sout'lbourne. Bournemouth, 
Hants. _En£2.aad« 


12tb ^larch, 


Dear Sir; 

In response ;o the artiol^ by Erie 
P. Femnan ’vhich appeared jn the February, 1963, 
'•Numismatist", I am su.re you. will agree that an 
answer from me is called fpr here, and so I submit 
a few notes on the subject of "Flec+ros" which 
might lead all of us to being a little more care¬ 
ful when purchasing "rare" coins. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gordon White. A.N.A, 

C.h.A. 

'JoDimittee-member, ''Wessex Numismatic Society", 
Bournemouth. England, 



Electrotype copies of coins as we all 
know, are one of the higg'^st snags to collecting 
rare coins, hut they are by and large, a legacy 
left over from the 19th century, and we must Ijve 
with them if only because they provide interesting 
material that would be otherwise unobtainable. 

We should be prepared to meet up with 
them at all stages of coin-collecting, but more 
especially when we collect Ancient coins, such as 
Roman and Greek silver and Bronze coins, which 
seem to have been the pet subject of the by-gone 
coin imitator. Perhaps the few remarks that 
follow may help to put them in their true light. 

As it was my mis-fortune or othcrwito 
purchase the three "Oak Tree" Shillings of iy'sssa- 
chusetts, dated 16S2, that appeared in England in 
April, 1962, and were the subject of an arxloi- 
by Eric P. iMevnan, in the ■fi’ebruary, 1963 
matist", J think it only right that a reply should 
be given here on this subject in general, 

No-on.e wishes to buy a verj'^ rare coin, 
(and these "Oak Tree" coins are rare beyond any 
doubt) but if an electro is offered as such, then 
surely it is up the conscience of the collector 
concerned whether he or she wishes to have such a 
copy in his or her collection?. That all such 
copies should be made "illegal" however does not 
get us over the hurdle that many thousands of them 
exist to-day, fortunately, lot in the American 
series, but most specifio-^l Ly iri coins of the 
earliest times. Now why Wi-re these made?, just 
for orofit, for fun?, to deceive innocent collect¬ 
ors and others into thinkinf: that they had a very 
care coin ax a very low price?, you can answer 
"Yes" to all of these questions. 



Two 


I would say that beyond q_u’estlon no 
reoutab}.^ dealen, (or collector for that matter) 
particularly wishes to display, or offer to sell, 
any copv of a.ny coin: but such do f'irn up from 
time to'time in old collections and many such 
pieces caji be extremely interesting* Not all 
electros were made to deceive the unwary, many 
copies having been made of rare coins simply be¬ 
cause there are not enough of the originals to 
P ‘0 round to jneet the demands of both students and 
numismatists everywhere. Who, for example, would 
refuse to have a copy of the very rare British 
Holumbia Ten or Twenty Dollar pieces of 1862 if 
they were offered?, again, the very rare Oxford 
Crown of Charles 1st of England was copi'^d, and 
it is a most beautiful copy too, because the de¬ 
mand for this niece v/as great and there was no 
other way possible to find a specimen for puri)OS<-s 
of study. When such an example of these rare 
coins tuf’ns up in the salerooms the demand for 
them is there*alright, not simply because it is 
an example of a rare coin, although this is quite 
sufficient as it is; but because it really is a 
most beautiful work of art. V/e have all heard 
of the Dekadrachms of Syracuse, many say that this 
is the worlds most beautiful coin, but can we ever 
hope to own an original?, copies have been made 
in the past century to "fill the gap'* and it is 
my believe that they do serve a useful purpose. 

Fortunately experts in their own par¬ 
ticular field are able to recognise false coins 
either by comparison with the genuine ones or by 
their soecisl knowledge of e series. The British 
Vuseum keep many hundred false coins for this very 
reason of comparison, ar.d well-known copies have 
been the subject of many books and articles. 

It sorely boils dovm to this, if a rare 


“ Three - 

coin is offered at a very low figure, then its 
authertioity s>'ould he doubted, and the coins 
should he checked for its genuineness. These 
copies are not so difficult to distinguish, and 
I must say here that the "Oak Tree" Shillings 
were recognised instantly for what they were, any¬ 
one who has ever handled a genuine Massachusetts 
coin could tell the difference; luckily three 
were offered to me at the same time, and it did 
not take long to see tha+ all three came from the 
same pair of dies, althOTigh they were struck 
differently, the^ all came aa copies from one coin. 

It should he hnrne in mind that what 
■* s good js hound to have imitations, this applies 
?T.ually to ocins as to anything else. Becker 
the forger began ty making copies of aiiCient '^oins 
-for n”‘^*ums, tut they were so perfect that he 
found collectors gladly bought them, and to this 
day a Becker forgery is a distinctive one, and 
not wi.thout great artistic merit. Ee confined 
his activities to the Greek and Roman period, and 
a hook entitled "Becker the Forger" gives an 
accurate account of his works. He used to put 
his coins in a box attached to the wheel of his 
coach, so that after a number of journeys the 
specimens he made had the appearance of having 
circulated. But....hothing can alter the fact 
that a genuine ancient coin not only shows its 
age, hy cracks and wear on the edge of the coin, 
hut does not have that "smooth" feel of an electro, 

I do not believe that these copies are 
being made to-day, because the loiowledge of coins 
has never been greater, nor would the demand for 
such be great enough to warrant the mer.ufacture of 
such items. 


'our - 


Iwany a good collector has turned away from 
l^umismatics when he has found that a coin that 
was thought to have "been genuine turned out in 
the long riin to be a copy. This is to be much 
deplored end regretted, but stalwart collectors 
vdil m'^et these fakes for what they are..., a 
challenge tc their own knowledge and experience, 
plus the right to learn more about them, how they 
cajTie to he made, v^here and v/hen, and for what 
purpos*^, Tf you are going to buy an electro 
then you shoutd only pay a very small price for 
it, and be honest, vrith yourself, mark it up in 
your f'ollection as a copy, then you not only do 
not deceive yoursolf, hut others too will he in- 
t^r-^sted for what it is. Remember too, that you 
should not buy a coin like this in the hopes that 
it will eventually turn out to be genuine, you 
will more often than not be disappointed if you 
do. Learn if you can by the failings of others 
by their mistakes - not yours, spread knowledge 
of all fakes, exhibit them as examples of ths 
doubtful ingenuity of roan, show them for what 
they are, and draw your ovai conclusions as to 
whether they are worth collecting or not. It 
is one of the fundamental "arts" of collecting 
anything that you should not run down another 
fellows' collecting habits, but please let him 
decide whether he wants to include fakes and 
imitations in hif=i collection; wheSn he has greater 
experience he ’,vj 11 know the answer to this, try 
to guide those who do not loiow of copies by show¬ 
ing them the original plus the copy, far better 
this than being out of pocket by making a pur¬ 
chase without having the added asset of knowing 
that copies exist, 

Gordon White, A.R,A. 

C.N,A. 


January 21, 1963 


Mr.Edmund J. Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Hass, 

Dear Mr. Vaskas: 

Thank you for the Oak Tree forgery inform¬ 
ation. I have written Spinks for the detail 
on the advertisement and to see what they 
know. 

If you want to publish the St.Patriok's 
piece in your paper I will send you a photo, 

I suggest waiting until I get some further 
da ta . 

How about the Brasher article in the Transcript? 
It is exceedingly important that it be found. 
Please carry on. How far have you gone? 

Best regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

EPN 

atb 





FEb. 7, 1963' 


DEar Mr. NEwman; 

I‘m sorry to rsport no luck in my quESt for thE itEm on thE 
BrashEr doubloon in ThE Boston Transcript. I lookEd through Nov, 15, 
spEnding my last two days off in that library. This I can do only so 
long. 

If you wfsh, I will continUE through thE rEmaindEr of NovEm- 
bEr and finish DECEmbEr, but. how long it will takE I do not know, 

REmErnbEr, this is thE SECond timE I*ve chECkEd thESE pagES. 
It^s too bad it took so long but thE library is opEn only until 5 p.m., 
and not on Saturday or Sunday. I gEt out of v/ork about 2:^0 so it 
doEsn^t lEaFE much timE for hunting, whEn I can go thErE. 

L'ly, you cErtainly got a lot of milEagE out of that Oak TrEE 
Shilling story, .4nd from thE looks of it thErE will bE a M follow up 
articlE, or two. 

Did you find out from Wm. Clark at thE AJIS library what v/p^s. 
donE, or how thE coin Mr. Ford SEnt thEm was rEcordEd? 

Also, pErhaps you will want to chECk Y/ith VErnon Brown. He 
TECE ntly mEntionEd to ms that hE bEliEVES thE Oak TrEE Shilling in thE 
MonEy MusEura of thE ChaSE Bank is not a gEnuinE spECimEn, but a copy I 


Cordially, 


February 18, 1963 


Mr. Edmund J. Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr, Vaskas: 

I am enclosing a copy of the Code of EtBScs of the 
TAMS Committee which we ^ust released for publi¬ 
cation, It may be the basis of giving you a story.. 

The Oak Tree Shilling story was verj'^ helpful in 
stimulating interest in the Code of Ethics. Spink’s 
have just written me that they have had the Exchange 
& Mart advertisement checked from May 3, 1962 thru 
August 30> 1962 and that the advertisement of the 
Oak Tree Shillings and the St. Patrick's pence 
could not be found. Spink's asked if wo could be 
more specific as to when this appeared. Would you 
write your man again and let him think the natter 
over to see whether it could have been earlier, 

I do not understand what you are saying about 
WilllamClark, at the A.N.S, library, and how the 
oo3.n John Ford sent them was recorded. William 
Clark is not at the A,N,S.Library any more and 
I don't know what coin John Ford sent them. Could 
you clarify this. 

As far as checking with Vernon Brown is concerned, 
this is unnecessary. There are many fakes of rarities 
in the Chase Manhattan Bank collection and they are 
fully aware of that fact, I believe. These are mostly 
electros, 

You really make correspondence exciting and it is 
a pleasure to hear from you always. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


FEb.22,1963 


DEar Mr. NET.vman; 

Thank you for thE copy of thE CodE of Ethics. I'm VEry 

glad I had somE part in this program. 

To clarify thE Tto.Clark statEmEnt.. .In thE batch of cor- 
rEspondEncE I SEnt you on thE Oak Ttee Shilling thErE might havE bEEn 
--^^^tEd SEpt. 19, 1962, wrlttEn by Mr. Ford to mE in which hE statES 
his intEntion to send thE coin to thE ANS whErE data on it could bE 


Also, thErE could bE a copy of thE lEttEr Mr. Ford sEnt to 
Mr. Clark, datEd SEpt.'l9, 1962, This says, in part, "bEcausE you 
havE a photographic rECord of MassachusEtts silvEr, we arE taking thE 
libErty of SEnding it (thE shilling) to you for photography and in¬ 
clusion in your rECords. ThE coin is EnclosEd hErEwith. We hopE we 
arE not bEing prESumptuous in sending this piECE to you but WaltEr 
BrEEn thought it of sufficiEnt importancE to contact you." 


ThE subjECt coin is thE first. onE I sEnt to you, thE one Mr. 


Ford thought was gEnuinE,"bEtwEEn Noe 4 and 5." 

I will finish thE Boston Transcript thru DECEmbEr a^^n as 
possiblE...And thE lEttEr rEquESting morE information on thE adv^)^ 
that English papEr has gonE out...BEliEVE that’s all for this trip. 


E.J. Yaskas 
ThE EvEning GazEtte 
WorcEStEr 1, Itos. 


Cordially, 



WoRc mdayTelecram 



"Earch 7.1963 
8:30 a.m. 


DEar Mr. NE'/man; 

RECElVEd a lEttEr a mlnutE-and-a-half ago 
from that dEalEr in England. He apologizES for 
SEndlng niE misinformation about thE Oak TrEE 
Ohilling purehasE (sincE hE was In thE hos¬ 
pital at that tlmE and didn’t havE his fllES 
availablE)• 

He novi rEports that hE bought thEm from 
a Miss J. Block during thE wEEk "commEnclng 
16th April, 1962," 'Jould thErEforE suspEct 
thE adv. is in thE ExdahangE & Mart Edition of 
April 19, or pErhaps April 12. 


Cordially, 





(4X, Fenton Road, . •> 

3 outhbourne„ 2ournemoutn<, 

Har)ti9« Bi'^laadg 

. -- “ - 

l?th March, 19^3- 

Dear Mr Vsslraf. 

Thank you very rmjch for your 
letter together with encloa^ire for the South 
Afrloo Crown, 1954, ehlch please find herein, an 
sure you fj^ll en;)oy havlag this for your collect- 

I have been looking everywhere 
for a Maria Thereiia Taler, which I have senewhere 
and the date of which I itnow is 1765 or so- will 
oonjo across it eventually and will save this for 
yon, although It has seen sc»e circulation, and 
as far as I can reneaiber whs about V-F*, it was 
the only one I had ever pe«n of a date other than 
17^0, 

The article by M-P- liewnar was 
>no§-^ ^r'^er'^stlnr fn/* I felt deserved a ■»*eply fro® 
me, so have today written a short note to the 
Rdltor of the "liiimlsmatlst" ■♦'ogether with ay views 
on this subiect cf eleotros< I Tnade « copy for you 
>>ut the carbon got a bit out of line, however, 
erp^ct you can make It out, I enloyed his article 
but copies of coins have always been known and no 
doubt always wll3 be, but, agree that publicity 
should be given to them when they are obviously 
made to defraud. 

The pattern Double-Florins by 
Huth, 1911* are very rare, none were plsoed in 
circulation, th very best, wishes, 

Yourit sincerely. 


•nCo 


Gordon White, 



March 13, 1963 


Dear Mr. Vaskas: 

The plot thickens. What 
do you think of all this? 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. MEWM 


March 21,1963 


Quite intriguing, and a bit suspicious to say the least, my 
dear Watson, but still not conclusive. 

Has }Jlr. Spink checked-out the Exchange & Mart issues of 
April 12 and 19 yet? Do they know of a Miss J. Block of London? 

To date Dealer Y/hite is only connected with Oak,. Tree Shillings, 
Although he said a farthing was included for sale in the adv., he did 
not get it. 

Did Glendining give the name of the*one who entered Lot 

No. 313? . 

Also, viThen did Dr. Fattel receive the shilling from tngland? 

Dealer White said he sold his third, and last, copy to someone in this 
'country whortly after obtaining them, which was during the wkkk of April 
16. 

Although I asked for the third copy myself, he said it was 

already sold, and he never mentioned it being returned. His letter 

stated that after seeing the adv. and getting the shillings, he noticed 
they were electros, but thought perhaps they were Wyatt copies. ^ 

He then wrote to ”an old friend” in the USA and asked if these 

electros, which,could have been Yifyatt copies, had any ’’collector value” 

here. 

This friend presumably cabled back that if these pieces were 
such, and silver, they were worth $35 each. So Dealer Y/hlte bought them, 
but they turned out not to be Y/yatt^s copies and this friend boifght one 
since he felt partly responsible for their purchase by \Yhite. 

K Dr. Fattel also had his dealing with iwit Y/hlte, there are 
four copies which can be connected with him. Othenvlse' only three. 

No, there is much more digging to be done before we can call 


in Lestrade 



Mfifch 22, 1963 


Kr.EdBund J* Vaskas 
The Evening Gaaette 
Worcester 1, Mass# 

Dear Mr# Vaskas: 

I would like to know if you have any objection to my disclos¬ 
ing to Spink it Son, of London, the name of Gordon White, as 
they have been requesting overand over again the name of the 
dealer who put the Oak Tree forgery into the Qlendining auction# 
Dr. Fattel said that an Oak Tree forgery was sent to him and 
then returned to England and then put in the auction. T be¬ 
lieve Dr. Fattel is disturbed because the St# Patrick piece 
he bought from"Anthony Foley" is a forgery and he is vague 
about who referred hie to Anthony Foley as well as vague 
about who sent him the Oak Tree shilling. Another reason 
I believe this name should be disclosed is that t^e inform¬ 
ation with respect to the Exchange and Hart advertisement Is 
wrong. We rccheckod the i^xohange and Mart for April and there 
was no acvortisc'-ient as indicated by White so that 1 am con¬ 
vinced it was not there. The only advertisement which was 
there was that of Lr. Fattel who, in the Spring of 1962, 
advertised to buy Anglo-American material, including St. 

Patrick pieces. 


There is a great deal of other false material which was in 
the December, 1962 Olondlning auction and which was with¬ 
drawn # 

The entire matter is so serious that I think it is wrong 
not to let Spink's have the Information. Mr# White may be 
perfectly straight forward but perhaps he is being used by 
someone# 

I feel that it is proper to send the information to Spink 
and hope you will agree with me. 

I am enclosing a copy of the article going into the Humisnatist 
on the St.Patrick forgery. As you say, I an certainly getting 
a lot of mileage out of your experience# 

Cordially, 


ErW/atb 


ERIC P.HEWHAH 
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From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEWM 












March 25,1963 


DEar Mr. NEwman; 


PErhaps anticipating your rEQUESt for pErmlssion to use thE 
namE of that coin.dEalEr in England in futurE corrEspondencE, Etc., I 
askEd him in a lEttEr datEd March 7, 1963, if hE would carE to havE 
his namE madE knom to thosE IntErEstEd in thE "shilling affair" for 
thEir fllES, also mEntlonlng your story in ThE Numismatist of FEb.l963o 
His answEr was rECElVEd Saturday. I dirECt your attEntion to 
thE third paragraph of thE enclosed copy of his lEtcEr. 

Also, I havE EnclosEd carbon of his slgnsd f our-pagE 
rEply to your itEm. This I would likE-rEturnEd whEUEVEr convEniEnt. 

■REmEmbEr, as I statEd to you in ray last EplstlE I’m not 
CErtaln whEthEr it was V/hitE who EntErEd Lot 313 in thE GlEndlnlng 
auction. He statEd hE had only thrEE shillings and as I pointEd out 
thE GlEndlnlng piECE would makE it four, if WhitE didn’t gEt that 
spEclmEn back from his "friEnd" in thE U.S.A. 

SlncE hE is making himsElf known to ThE Numismatist thErE 
CErtainly is no rEason why you couldn’t SEnd it along to Spink. 

Thank you for thE copy of your latESt "nail" to bE drlvEn 
in to thE coffin of thE coin countErfEltEr. NIce, EyE-catchlng lEad 
and vEry good Ending. Thanks for thE plug... 


Cordially,^ 


Edmund J. Vaskas 


\ 

1 . 


March 29, 1963 


Mr. Edmund J* Vaskas 
The Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Vaskasi 

Whoever put the Oak Tree in the Glendining auction had 
it returned from America and I imagine White would 
have remembered if he bad done it. However, Vlack 
said that Fattel had an Oak Tree forgery at a New York 
Coin Convention in March, 1962 and showed it to certain 
people, including Picker. Fattel says he did not get 
that coin from White. I therefore believe it is 
another dealer who sent th4 ooin to Fattel. Have you 
ever in your life seen so much lack of clarity. I am 
returning your copy of VThite's discussion as ray letter 
crossed yours. 

I am glad you like ’’the snake”. I had to try to be a 
little humorous to liven up the subject. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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Onrdon Whlte. 
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January 21, 1963 


Mr. David B, Spink 
5, 6, 7 King Street 
St. James's 

London ^.W. 1, England 
Dear David: 

Would you do me a numismatic favor. There is an English weekly 
publication called "The Exchange and Mart". In one of the 
early summer issues of 1962 this weekly carried an advertise¬ 
ment in the coin section covering 3 Massachusetts Oak Tree 
Shillings and a St. Patrick's farthing. I want the exact 
text of that advertisement. 

In the Glendining Sale of October 31, 1962 Lot 313, one of 
these shillings appears to have been sold. Several others 
were acquired by Americans in the summer of 1962. The shill¬ 
ing is a dangerous modern forgery. I have tried to expose 
this counterfeit with an article to be published in the 
February, 1963 NUMISMATIST. I have seen four specimens recent¬ 
ly. The St. Patrick's farthing is also a modern forgery in 
my opinion, (I have seen one in silver) and I will write it 
up shortly. 

Would you, or one of your associates: 

1 . Obtain for me the text of the advertisement. 

2. Ask Glendining if they know where their piece came from 
and how they suspected its genuineness. 

3. Was there a St. Patrick's farthing in silver in the 
Glendining sale? 

li. Let me know any facts you know about this situation. 

Were you offered any? Who is making these? Who is 
distributing these? 

5. Is there any British law against forging old coins? 

The engraver of the dies is a skilled artist. The minting 
is superb. If this isn't stopped there will be a flood of new 
forgeries. It is not a spark erosion product as that is 
another type of horror about to descend. 

Kind regards, 


P.S. I plan to put the new l80li Dollar material in the 
second edition of the "Fantastic", if any. I am also 
waiting for any corrections or challenges. 

EPN 

EPN 


atb 
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P. J. Spink 
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5, 6, & 7. KING STKEET, 

ST. JAMES’S, 
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28th January^ 1963. 


Mr. Eric P, Newman, 
400 V/ashington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U.S.A. 


Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your airletter of the 21st with its various enquiries, 

I am not able to reply to all of these immediately taut the following information 
may be of help in the meantime 

1. The Exchange & Mart have not been very helpful in reply to our 
telephone enquiry, as apparently they have a small clerical staff 
so I have written t o them asking them for the text of the 
advertisement in question, and I will forward it as soon as I 
receive it. 

2. The owner of the coin is a genuine customer of Glendining’s but 
naturally they cannot disclose his name. The owner himself 
cast doubt on the coin,but Glendining’s decided to put it up for 
sale^but that is all the information, 

3. The answer is "No”. 

4. We have had none of these offered, nor do we know who is either 
making them or distributing them. 

5. This is a difficult question to answer. I dont think there would be 
any law against a person copying an old, i. e. out of currency English 
coin, as long as it was sold as a reproduction. If it was sold as a 
genuine and original piece, then it would be fraud purely and simply, 
and I would think the person doing this would be prosecuted. 

Referring now to the St, Patrick Farthing, you dont say which one this 
is and we should be interested to know. 


P.T.O. 



I think this is all I can tell you at the moment but I shall look 
forward to your article in the February "Numismatist” and we are only glad 
to see the exposure of all forgeries in all series of coins. 




SPIMK & SON, LTD.. 




















February 1, 1963 


Mr. David 3, Spink 
Spink & Son, Ltd. 

§, 6, & 7 , King Street 
St .James' s 

London, S. W. 1, England 
Dear David, 

Thank you, very much, for your letter of January 
28, 1963 with respect to my inquiry. I am look¬ 
ing forward to the information which The Exchange 
& Mart are to furnish you. 

While these forgeries are die cut, I want you to 
know that the spark erosion process «^fo^'making 
fakes is going on in England and fakes are arriv¬ 
ing in this country now. It is the most out¬ 
rageous thing I can imagine and some of you ought 
to do something about it. The spark erosioh process, 
as you know,makes a die from a genuine coin. 

You asked me to tell you a little bit more about the 
St.Patrick farthing which has been faked. The one 
I saw is in silver and before long there probably 
will be one in gold. The easy identification of 
this farthing is that the motto on each side is 
made up of two words, one word in thicket letters 
and one word in thinner letters in each motto. 

The mottoes, aS you know, are FIOREAT igf REX and 
QUIESCAT PLEBS. Also, I have never seen the crown 
with three stars in the inside of the headband and 
this is what the forgery has. 

So far as I know there is no published variety list 
of the |t.Patrick farthings but if there is one 
please let me know promptly. 

My best regards to Mr. Liddell. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEV/MAN 

UOO Washington Avenue 

St.Louis 2, Missouri 

U.S.A. 

EPN/atb 
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12th February, 1963. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U.S.A. 


Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your interesting letter of February 1st, and I only 
wish I could help you more with your enquiries but I am afraid I cannot: in 
fact I am going to ask you for some information! 

I think we had vaguely heard of the spark erosion process and 
when we asked the Royal Mint what they knew about it, it appears they knew 
no more than we did, nor did they know of any forgeries being made in England 
by this means. Can you elaborate a little on the mechanics of the process 
and can you let us know what evidence you have that forgeries are being made 
in England by this process? 

I dont recollect having seen the St. Patrick Farthing fake^t as you 
describe, though we are glad to have details whereby they may be identified ^ 
as this would be most useful,and we will certainly keep our eyes open for such 
forgeries in any metal. We dont know of any published list of the varieties 
of St, Patrick Farthings. 


Finally, we have so far had no reply from the Exchange & Mart 
though we have written to them again. 

With kindest regards. 





February 1^, 1963 


David F. Spink 
Spink & Son, Ltd. 

5, 6, & 7, King Street 
St.James's 

London, S.W, 1, England 
Dear David: 

In answer to your letter of February 12, a firm by the name of Coin 
Reproductions, 9 W. j.i2nd St., Hew York 36, N. I. sent out a brochure 
offering exact Roman coin reproductions and others ■f'o r #3720 each. 
They stated that the dies vrere produced from original coins through 
the cooperation of the British Kuseum and the Royal Numismatic Societ; 
They sent samples which were superb and frightening, and although 
they were done in lead and plated, they could readily be done in 
proper material. The dies were made by the spark erosion process. 

Since I wrote you, the British ’^aseum and the Eoyal Numismatic Sociei 
have stated that they never have countenanced the manufacture of 
spurious articles, "y guess is that plaster casts or impressions 
were obtained from the British Museum or through the Society and 
those were used to make dies by spark erosion without the Museum 
or the Society knowing it. 

I was informed today that the spark erosion process is used by 
August Frank & Co. of Philadelphia as well as others in America 
and to my knowledge the only British connection with this faking is 
the allegation to \he cooperation of the British : useum and the 
Royal Society. There is genuine disgust at this faking in America 
and as Chairman of a committee on ethics, I have just released a 
code which, if adopted, will eliminate this situation, fhe fore¬ 
going does not relate to the forgeries of the Oak Tree Shilling and 
the St. Patrick half-penny which I believe are of English origin and 
cut in the old fashioned way. However, I urgently beg you to find 
the advertisement in last summer’s ’’Exchange and Mart”. Some library 
must keep this publication and I am sure you can find it. 

The spark erosion process as 1 understand it creates a jumping spark 
and the distance is varied from the model which guides the spark. 

It is like making a key only the cutter is the spark which 
disintegrates the metal within its reach. The control of the 
voltage can regulate the sparks’ jumping distance. 

I hope I did not upset Scotland Yard or the Royal Mint but believe 
me they are going to hear much more about spark erosion. I am 
looking forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. RLWKAK 


EPN :M 
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14th February, 1963, 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U.S.A. 

Dear Eric, 

I have just heard from the Exchange & Mart, who say 
they have looked carefully for the advertisement between the 3rd of 
May and 30th of August without success. Can you possibly be 
more specific as to when this appeared? 


Yc 



February 20, 1963 


Mr. David F. Spink 
Spink’s 

6, 7 King Street 
St. James’s 

London S.W. 1, England 
Dear David: 

Would you be kind enough to send a remittance for my 
account to The Secretary, Public Records Office, 
Chancery Lane, Uiondon, W, C. 2, England, in payment 
for photostats .of documents which I have ordered today. 
. I -f Or 

This involves some research I am doing on the JAMES II 
I/ 2 U real pieces in tin. I am asking you to do this 
favor for me for expediency and will reimburse you 
promptly. 

The Numismatist have asked me to write up the St. 
Patrick’s forgery and therefore I would oe moot grate¬ 
ful to you if the advertisement in the Exchange and 
Mart could be located. Perhaps it would be voith 
while to look in the Spring numbers of the issue. •Per¬ 
haps the Exc}iange and Mart will be nice enough to do 
this. Please assure them that I will give then- full 
credit for locating the advertisement in the article 
which I am writing and this will have the effect of 
publicising their magasine. 

I may be able to obtain anl83iA proof half dime for 
the set which you showed, me when I was in London, 

It is in brilliant and beautiful condition. I will 
gladly submit any price you care to suggest but I 
have told the owners that it is probably a piece 
from one of the diplomatic sets. 

Kindest personal regards. 


Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

iiOO Washington Avenue 

St.Louis 2, Missouri 

U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 


SPINK & SON, LTD. 

5, 6, & 7, KING STREET, 
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DS/PM 22nd February, 1963, 

Mr. Eric P, Newman, 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St, Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U,S.A, 

Dear Eric, ^ 

Many thanks for your airletter of the 20th, and I am 
interested in your research on the James Il^real pieces and will look 
forward to reading it in due course. 

Regarding the St, Patrick forgery. We will now make a 
personal search of the files at the Exchange & Mart and I dont think 
there should be much difficulty in locating the advertisement^which I 
will send on as soon as possible. 




D. F. Spink 
P. J. Spink 


I am interested in your 1834 proof half dime but frankly I 
have no idea what price to offer for it and would rather leave that to you , 
as I am sure you would know what would be a fair price for it^and such 
a price I would certainly pay, It should, of course, be a proof and 
not one of these early strikings which are sometimes proof-like in 
appearance, but I am sure I need not tell you anything about that. 


With kindest regards^. 
Yours sincerely^ 




P. S. I forgot to mention above that the remittance of £1, 4, 0. 

will be sent on your behalf to the Secretary, Public Records Office. 


February 28,1963 


Mr. David F. Spink 
Spink & Son 
i>,6,7 K.ing Street 
St. James’s 

tioiidon S.W. 1, England 
Dear Davidt 

The Public P.ecords Office now writes me that they made a 
mistake in the quotation of Idle charges and that an addi¬ 
tional five shillings is required. Would you be kind 
enough to send them this additional sum on my account. 
Thank you for taking care of the first remittance. 

As to the St.Patrick forgery, I am now hopeful that your 
personal search of the files at the Exchange and Mart 
will be fruitful. It is reported to me that by March 
of 1962 a specimen of the Oak Tree shilling forgery was 
shown at a convention in New York so my hunch is tViat the 
advertisement could have been in the early part of 1962, 

I am sure that the advertisement can be found because I 
have the name of the dealer in 'ngland who said that he 
answered the ad and who sold an Oak Tree shilling as an 
electro. If this dealer had been dishonest,he would 
not have sold the coin as false and would not have been 
so cooperative in helping ue trace his source. 1 would 
like to give you his name but I must clear this with the 
party who gave me the information before I would feel 
justified in doing so. We are fortunate to have a 
couple of people who are willing to furr^ish the facts 
so as to run down this matter as there are others who 
are unwilling to do so. 

The proof half dime, about which I wrote you, is a 
perfect brilliant proof and not to be compared with 
a proof-like first strike. 

Again, many thanks for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

ilOO Washington Avenue 

St.Louis 2, Missouri 

U.S.A. 


bo 

Mr .E.^i .Vaskas 


EPN/atb 
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7th March, 1963, 


Mr. Eric P, Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U.S.A. 


Dear Eric, 

Thank you for your letter of the 28th and the additional 5/-d. 
has now been sent to the Public Records Office, your account having 
been debited in all with £1, 9. 0, 

You will by now have received my last letter giving the result 
of a personal search of the files at the Exchange and Mart, and as I feel 
this was not really successful, in spite of going back to January 1962, 
it might help to have the name of the dealer in England who said he had 
answered the advertisement. I quite appreciate you cannot give his name 
without his permission but if he gives you his permission we should be very 
glad to contact him and see if we can take the matter a stage further. 

I am glad to hear that the proof half dime is a perfect brilliant 
proof, and I am definitely interested. What is a fair price for such a 
piece nowadays? 


With kindest regards, 

r-. 

Yours (Sincerely, 



Directors: 
D. F. Spink 
P. J. Spink 

EPN:M 
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28th February, 1963, 



Mr, Eric P. Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St, Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U.S.A. 

Dear Eric, 


I dont seem to have replied to your letter of the 15th of February. 

Obviously neither the Bri tish Museum nor the numismatic societies 
would co-operate in this business of making false dies, unless they did so 
unwittingly: on the other hand, of course, it is not unusual for plaster casts 

of special coins to be made for students and other people who wish to have them 
for purposes of study, and such casts could no doubt be used indirectly in 
making false dies, I still dont quite understand the operation of the spark 

erosion process and I am surprised to hear that such an extremely accurate and 
deceptive die can be made by this method, as I would have thought the result 
would have a somewhat pitted appearance and have been quite useless for 
producing a reall y fine fake. 

Regarding the Exchange & Mart advertisement, my secretary went 
to their offices yesterday and spent two hours there looking through the files from 
1st January to 31st August, and all she could find was one advertisement, which 
was repeated several times, as follows 

WANTED. Highest prices paid Wood’s Hibernia Coins 1722-1724 

St, Patrick Coins id. and fd. Voce Populi Hibernia Coins 1760. 

Franklyn Press Tokens. Kentucky Tokens, Talbot Allum & Ree. 

Cents. Liberty and Commerce Tokens 1794. George Washington 

Tokens, 

Dr. Henry Fattel, 8300 Hudson Boulevard, North Bergen, New 

Jersey, U.S.A. 


P.T.O 


Couldn't you find out more about this advertisement from your 
informant who presumably is in the States? 
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March 8,1963 


l. 

'r. David Spink: 

Dear David: 

We are closing in on the advertisement. I have just been 
informed that the English dealer who bought the false Pine Tree 
pieces bought them during the week of April 16,1962 and that he 
he purchased them fro:*. Miss J.Block based upon the ad in the 
Exchange and Mart. The d<>aler suposes that the advertisement must 
have been in an April publication of the Exchange and Mart as he 
answered the ad forthwith on seeing it. Your secretary might well 
recheck April,1962 editions.As I presume they are postdated when 
issued be sure to check the edition of April 19,1962. I will 
be most grateful for this nuisance and am sorry to 

ask to send your secretary back again. 

I have written the doctor in New Jersey who advertised 
in the Exchange and Mart and I hope he will respond,as an American 
collector told i'*e that this doctor also acquired one of th^ false 
Oak Tree shillings. It was gost helpful that your secretary found 
this other advertisement by serendipidity. I will advise you 
forthwith on hearing froi*. the doctor,if he responds. 

I will notify you about all other open .iatters as soon 
as I receive answers. 

Thank yo\i again for your helpfulness. 

Sincerely, 

epH/epn 

P.S.My typing at home leaves jiuch to be desired,but time is of 
the essence. 


be 

Mr.E.J.Vaskas 


March 13, 1963 


Mr. David F. Spink 
Spink & Son 
5, 6,.7 King Street 
s4.Jame s•s 

London, S. W. 1, England 
Dear David: 

I received a new shock today. Dr.Henry C, Fattel, of North 
Bergen, New Jersey, sent to me a silver ^^t.Patrick farthing 
of the identical die variety of the previous one which I 
felt was a forgery. The edge milling is non-existent, just 
as the edge milling was artifically applied on the other 
specimen. Fattel states that he has been reading the Exchange 
and Mart since July, 1961, and that there never has been an 
advertisement to sell an Oak Tree shilling or a silver St. 

Patrick farthing. He states that he was in London in July, 

1962 and that Anthony Foley was said to have some U. S. and 
Canadian coins for sale. Foley came to Fattel’s hotel room 
and brought a number of common U.S. pieces and the silver 
6t. Patrick farthing which Fattel bought. Do you know this 
Anthony Foley? 

Fattel also advises me that he received the Oak Tree shilling 
forgery by mail, in America, from a small mail order dealer, in 
England, of which he says there/about six. He does not know 
which one sent it to him but the dealer was not sure the coin 
was genuine and in due course the coin was sent back to London 
and placed by the dealer in the Glendining auction with which 
both of us are familiar. In other words, an English dealer put 
the Oak Tree forgery into that auction. This looks as though 
it is the same dealer who supplied the forged Oak Tree shillings 
originally brought to ray attention as this dealer has been 
straight forward in indicating the coins may not be genuine. 

It is the same dealer who says he bought them through the Exchange 
and Mart, and he may be in error on this point. 

Xou now have a specific name in London who has given rise to 
the St. Patrick farthing in silver. What do you make of this? 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 

UOO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri, U.S,A. 


P. S. Reimbursement for your kind advance to the Public Records 
Office is enclosed. 
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20th March, 1963, 


Mr, Eric P, Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U,S,A. 

Dear Eric, 


Your letter of the 8th of March, 

'thank you for your further information on the advertisement 
in the Exchange & Mart. I dont think we have ever heard of Miss 
Block but we should have been interested to know the dealer's name^as I 
think we know most of the small-time dealers in this country. Anyhow 
my secretary went back to the Exchange & Mart and looked most minutely 
through the four April issues and could find no references anywhere to 
any Pine Tree or similar pieces, 

pur letter of the 13th . 

'Thank you for your remittance of $4. 25 kindly sent in payment 
of the amount we advanced to the Public Record Office on your behalf. 

Your news about|^Fattel is certainly disturbing but I am glad to 
notice that he confirms that there have been no advertisements in the 
Exchange & Mart offering Oak Tree shillings or that type of material. The 
name Anthony Foley is also unknown to us, as far as I can tell, but I will 
make enquiries, I would like to get the name of the English dealer who 
put the Oak Tree forgery into Glendining’s auction, as it may be he is 
planting false material in the salerooms. 

With kindest 
Yours 


regards, 

sincerely, 





April 16, 1963 


Mr. David F, Spink 
Spink & Son 
*>, 6, 7 King Street 
St,James' s 

London S. W, 1, England 
Dear David: 

As to the I83U proof Half Dime, I suggest that if your 
people have any interest in it at all they should make 
an offer which I will transmit to the owner. I think it 
would be nice for your people to try to reassemble the 
complete set and let the lost pieces find their proper 
home. 

I have some additional information on the mysteries 
which you pointed out in your last letter. After x’e- 
ceiving your list of dealers, Dr.Fattel now states that 
he thinks it is Gordon White who sent him the original 
Oak Tree shilling. If that is true, Gordon White put it 
in the Glendining auction and was required to withdraw it. 

The important item which Dr. Fattel wrote me is that The 
Exchange and iart on the news stand,about June 30, 1962, 
had an ad by an English woman advertising United States 
Indian Head cents and Canadians for sale at reasonable 
prices, giving a London address. He called her up and 
she told him that Anthony Foley had bought all of her coins. 
She gave the telephone number of Mr.Foley to Dr.Fattel. It 
now should be very easy to find the advertisement because 
instead of referring to Oak Tree Shillings and St, Patrick 
pieces it refers only to United States Indian Head cents 
and some Canadians. It looks as though Mr. White answered 
the ad first and bought the Oak Trees, etc. and then Dr. 
Fattel answered the ad and was referred to Mr. Foley, from 
whom he bought some others. Would you be nice enough to 
recontact The Exchange and Mart and obtain the text of the 
ad in question. 

Things are finally beginning to fit together and I am only 
sorry that the memories of Gordon White and Dr. Fattel have 
not been too accurate on these particular points. 

I wonder who this woman is and whether he name is Miss Jay 
Block. 

It is perfectly possible that some American may be using 
someone in England as a front. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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DS/PM 26th April, 1963. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St, Louis 2. 

Missouri. 

U.S.A. 

Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your letter of the lOth^ and I am now 
writing to the Exchange & Mart to see if they can supply the text of 
the advertisement which you require. I am not able to spare 
my secretary to go up again just now but I think the staff there will 
be able to find it and this should enable you to contact the woman who 
put the advertisement in. 


With kindesip’egards. 


Yours sincerely, 


41, Penton Road, 

3outhbourne, BoumenqjAth* Hants. 

£ H G L A N D. 

29th March,. 1963. 

Jear Mr Vaskas: 

Thanks rery much for your welcome lattar dated the 
2bth March, ^uat received. Glad you liked the 3outh Africa Crown, it 
is quite a beauty, will gladly look out for similar items for you. 

I really cannot tmderstand why you cannot trace the 
advert, which I answered in^the ’•Jikohange ft Mart" and you can assure 
Dr. Pattel, whom I have met over here, and so he knows me well that such 
an advert, did appear, so if you cannot find it for the m®nth in question 
it ie becauee you have not got all the copiee for thle month, perhaps 
Dr. Pattel has kept them?, I only wish I could spare the time to trace 
the lady*e letter, but right now I cannot, however, when I have nothing 
else to do will find this for you, and might even have a carbon copy of 
my letters to her as well; but for ftll that they were good copiee, but 
honestly I still do not think they ahould fool anyone trtio knows anything 
about Haesaphusetts silver. The other one was sent to a friend of mine ‘ 
and he spoke of destroying it at the time, whether he did or not I do 
not know, but would imagine he still has it in America. The one that 
appeared at the Glendining auction I examined carefully, and was not of 
the same style as these other three, but quite obviously a copy just the 
^ame, 1 was also Interested to see what it would go for, but think it 
went for £12.0.0d did it not^. So, I have not heard of any others 
being offered in this countiy, and think that I would have done so as am 
well-known here as a collector of American coins, but do not know Mr. 
Poley, although have heard of the name, have never dealt with him as far 
as I know, and certainly never met him. 

So far have not traced that Marla Theresa Dollar that 
I mentioned to you last time, but since writing to you have bought a 
really c*ol|e one dated 1754, it is in a/UHC oonditlon. and shows the 
Youn^ hei£d (ft this monarch facing right, will hold it for a while in case 
you woul^ have it, the price is 412.00, 

q rs 

§ I have never heard or seet kN"silver"’Mark Newby coin, 

thw oum 'Jrojfe this lady was a copper origAnal that I saw;^but never got; 
'Are nok:;had:’'any coins for Dr. Pattel foV iL^te jaome time, in fact we have 
uow ^stgeontaot with one another, but h<H>e:,9l^day to correspond¬ 
ence jwlta h&, kindly give him our kindestiyerst wishes you see 

rJLm, “^ind “alho remember us to his Wife, whom we met here At %^e^ame time. 

m 2 ' 

With all ye;ry best wishes, h 

ft Jp 

Yours eyeif. aiheerely, _ gi '* 


Gordon White. 








April 8, 1963 


Jr. Hr«nry C. Mattel 
8300 l!\:ctsor. 3] v' . 

V''>; th Bf'rgf'r., T'rw Jersey 

rear Tr. Fattel: 

I have obtained for you the list of the snail 
dealers in r.nglanri and hope that you can now 
identify the pa ty who sent you the Oak free 
shilling, ^ould you be kind enou^'h to let 
me know which one it is. he was apparently 
the one who put it in the Ulendinl^g auction 
after you returned it. 

I have now been advised that it was not 
actually sold :■ n the ^lendin-n?; auction but 
was sent back to the owner. It is therefore 
of substantial importance that you try to 
recollect which dealer sent it to you. 

Any other lead to the woman who introduced 
you to Foley would be iielpful. 


he following are the small dealers in England, though I would not 
ly all,as they are springing up rather frequently ““J" " 

H “^Grover L. Sverdloff, G. Ward, Donovan & Kennedy tpartners) 
'aylarrR!:’Lubbock, Jeffries, Walter Allen, N. Gri fiths 

i^Heam J. Sayliss7 Steward Ward Coins, Gibson L. Swift 

PlSoin Co:) P. O. Chapman (Oliver's) and Adams, 


41, . criton :mal, 

. cl: -^ournonouth .jouthboirm- 

-■ 


..■ouriionouxh. 


2 /tn 


I’Cl 


.leap ;.iio 5 i ., 5 ;^rrck; 

i'ou ■•vili reni^'.'p.bcr that 021 tiio 
Icth ^.>ril of last year I umx the elefioure of 
rurchitein^ irori you three hao-.r^ciiusett p viieoce 
uaich ■■■•ore cooies, o-nd i2': foot I bouyht ther. fro.-'; 
you as copies?. ■i'oll I s.ij-rht '-ay that tiioGO 'i 
i.Tnei ;u'0/c causec; co2if--iderat,le interest arr.o:igst 
^ ''gH'"' - mi i aati V t-s, aru.; as ;;o‘u ntateu at the 

ta vt .a:; five i>x»;;.ples alto.-esher , o.ar 3 

v/"'i! in- rut er yo'u v-oulo be f'oo'i enou^^da to tell 
.ePt tl ,e car.ie froiu oriyiiiiill: , have they hoe22 
in your posse. S'!02"i V’..rj lony., 1 hno’i ^ ou .'■■.c:';ti02;od 
in one of your Iciit-rPs tri.ut xney ii-id O'.'rnn vr.lucd 
121 Lexicon tvyO years prcvioiiyl,-, but you did 2iot 
tell ne who value'; the;.., 2;o-r ■■hert: ■'p’.ey eaxe fro.n. 

I woul.i l>e very ha;..y; to 1.: .r>i anything further 
about t>iese it :.r l.s they aj'-e oxtr :-ely intorrr;!- 
'in;': to :ie, .an:,; .:;;ovv that i shall ;UDt :ute i::-;y fur¬ 
ther e'-.anplG'' lire tnem fer a J - - - no to cone. 

.. ■-■rhap-'i soiteone in y our l anii^ •- e-ol] ection 
of coiiLS at sorie tipie, ;ino; tl ' c e •'o part of that 
collection''. , any relativf' ini ornation reyardin/y 
til-would 'oe r'.uca aoy:r'r-ciateo , ■u'/i if you have 

since fount aiiy furthpi- coin- .yo.; .vlsh to toll 

I '.VQuld bo ,;.ost na'e^y'to u;ar of a stanned 

.;-itt2‘e .vsed 02*veloo<; is ej'icToie-'i ee'rc;la lor your 
coiiV'-’ioncfc. ;ith all yoo.i v;i fios aim tiinn;:s, 


i .a; b;;ne nloci:., 
7", Leith .-ansiont. 
'haertully .oai, 


'. ouro rios-t sincerely 
..or-on ■.■.•'lit';. 



May 29, 1963 


Dr.Charles Weber 
University of Tulsa 
Tulsa h, Okla. 

Dear Dr.W’eber: 

Just a note to tell ^ou that I appreciate the 
nice things you said about the article I had 
in the February Numismatist, I fully realize 
that your article was written before you knew 
about the article I wrote for the May Numismatist, 

I enjoyed your comments on the 1739 Pillar dol¬ 
lar forgery. 

If you have any suggestions as to how to help 
the Ethics Committee of TAMS put over their 
Code I would appreciate it. Disillusioning 
as it may seem, most collectors like the idea 
of showing off forgeries as though they were 
original coins and therefore are unwilling 
to clamp down on trafficking in such dangerous 
material. This only encourages the production 
of more of them. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWMAN 


5 ^ c^ ^' 

^ Py[ , ! ( 

'hl/2c> yO^'PTUJ tr-y^ 

5f2: C 


/X- 


B. X M5/CAJ 
\^^RC GST9fl • / 


June 7, 1963 


Mr. Edmund J. Vaskas 
Evening Gazette 
Worcester 1, Mass. 

Dear Ed: 

I am sending you photocopies of the White-Block 
correspondence which you sent to me and also am 
returning the original of the letter dated May 20, 
1963 which you received. ICou will note that the 
original letter from White is missing and we still 
have no reference to the original advertisement. 

You will also note that White offered 3/10/© Yor 
the St. Patrick farthing and, obviously, he did 
not offer this for a copper piece. He still in¬ 
sists the St. Patrick is genuine after knowing 
about my comments in the May Numismatist. He 
fails to state whether it is made of silver or 
not and I believe you might ask him. His in¬ 
accurate comments about Wyatt’s and other matters 
are easily understood. 

I feel sorry that I criticized a statement which 
he made which turns out to be a typographical error. 

White did not ask you for the Return of his corres¬ 
pondence and suppose we wait until he asks for it. 
Just as you state. Miss Block is entirely too cagey 
and you will notice she wants cash and n/ot a check. 

Co you think I should write White a letter and ex¬ 
press my regret with respect to the typographical 
error, etc. and ask him for the first letter, etc.? 
You will recall that he wrote you that he could not 
find his correspondence, but suddenly he has found 
the portions that he wants us to see. He also does 
not disclose the name of his friend in America who 
is to destroy the New England piece. 


- 2 - 

Mr.Edmund J. Vaskas 


June 7, 1963 


I have carefully read Lynn Glaser’s article on the 
Newby coins and feel that he is carrying on some 
work which Breen started. The origin of the coins 
is still left completely in doubt but the exposure 
of more facts and theories is good. He adds nothing 
to the American background as to the pieces and, 
erroneously, in my opinion, confuses the issue by 
saying there is no difference between the halfpence 
and farthing when they circulated in America. 

I am going to try to get a Wyatt or a worn genuine 
piece for you to exchange for one of your modern 
forged shillings. You certainly uncovered a wasps 
nest in this situation. 

Thanks for keeping me up to date. 

Sincerely yours. 


SRIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN 
a tb 


June 10, 1963 


Mr, IDaTid F.Spink 
Spink * Son 
5, 6, 7 Sing Street 
St, 

London S. W, 1, England 
Dear David: 

I have now socn the April, 1962 correspondence between dealer, 
Gordon ¥hite, and Miss Jane Block, 7U Leith Mans., Orantually 
Rd., Haida ?al®, London ¥. 9* 7bi3 woiaan sent White 2 Oak 
Tree forgeries and a St. Patrick farthing forger/. She sold 
him the Oak Trees and promised to sell the St. Patrick for 
3£ 10 ah. She failed to sell the latter to hi® as he had 
to return it after examining it, Her correspondence is very 
as'^ts while she professes Ignorance. She had ^ Oak Trees, 
she says, and tries to show they were different sizes and 
thus different types. She asks for cash or money orders - 
not checks. She is the advertiser in the Exchange and Mart. 
She probably knows Anthony Foley and others participating in 
the distribution. I nereiy wanted you to know all this as 
forgery is the order of the day. White ssetns innocent but 
was knowingly willing to buy bad coins. 

Please be nice enough to send the Public Records Office 
23 shillings for which check is enclosed. On with research. 

Do you know if the I 80 U Dollar actually sold in the Wolfson 
Sale? 

itindeat regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman 

UOO Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

D.S.A. 

SPN 

atb 


DEar Mr. Newman; 


June 11, 1963 


Enclosed Is a copy of a recent letter from Ivir. White. In the 
last paragraph he states he actually Saw the Newby coin - and that it 
was a copper original. 

As for the correspondence he "could not find", that is also 
mentioned. But, as you noticed, we still do not have his first letter 
to Miss Block or the advertisEment (unless your contact in London found 
it). 

You could send Mr. white a note with regrets on the typo¬ 
graphical error and include a "by the way" sentence about his original 
letter to Miss Block, pointing out that this one was possibly over¬ 
looked when he sent the correspondence to me. 

But I would advise diplomacy. Y/e don»t want to scare him 
off. Up to now he’s been very cooperative, but from the tone of his 
last letter I get the feeling ^ he is getting a bit nervous. 

Remember, he very recently was a hospital patient.This tends 
to weaken a person, and in such a condition he could simply refuse to 
be troubled any further.iriWBiiSwMiirtWBrtitetaHE It could hindEr our 
efforts because I believe he can still tell us a lot - even tho he^s 
not aware of it himself. 

As for his friend in America. It’s understandable that he has 
not given out the name. Many dealers have the same rules. I asked him 
to mention my name hext time he wrote to him so that the friend could 
contact me directly if he wished. So far nothing. Of course if he 


passed it on we may be hearing about another false shilling soonll 
Thank you very much for anything you can do to obtain a 
genuine shilling for me... Cordially., / 



June lii, 1963 


Mr. Gordon White 
Ul, Fenton Road 

Southbourne, Bournemouth, Hanta 
England 

Dear Mr. White i- 

I appreciate your cooperation in making available to me,through 
Mr.Vaskas,some of the correspondence between Jane Block and your¬ 
self and am glad that your wife was able to locate it for you. 

It would, naturally, be interesting to me if you could find a copy 
of your first letter to Miss Block and her first letter to you. 
Apparently the advertisement in the Exchange & Mart cannot be found 
relating to the coins in question but perhaps it was an ad concern¬ 
ing American and Canadian material in general. 

My principal reason for writing you is that I am sorry to have 
based part of my comments which were published in the Numismatist 
on language which was not intended on your part. Unfortunately the 
omitted phrase changed the entire meaning of your sentence. I have 
no intention of criticizing something which was misstated and am 
sorry that it happened that way through no fault of mine. I do 
find it worth while to exchange differences of opinion on contro¬ 
versial numismatic subjects and understand your position and the 
fact that you acted in good faith from the beginning. 

I am quite technical with respect to numismatics and we use the 
name "electro" here to mean an exact copy of a pre-existing coin. 
Where new original dies are made, as in the case of the Wyatt’s 
and the recent Oak Tree and St.Patrick farthing, these are a 
different class of imitations. These are forgeries for the purpose 
of being forgeries. An electro may have had a perfectly innocent 
beginning. 

I agree with you that you will probably never hear from Miss Block 
again and that your customer in America will not destroy the false 
Oak Tree shilling, etc. 

I do hope that you will continue to cooperate with Mr. Vaskas and 
myself in furnishing information which you may have or learn as 
the falsifications are probably not limited to the two coins which 
came to my attention. Without your information to Vaskas we 
would not have been able to expose these matters promptly. Maybe 
we ought to ask Miss Keeler what she knows about the matter. 

I am interested to know what condition and what metal the St. 
Patrick piece was which you saw and were willing to offer 10 sh, 
for. It is entirely possible that this could have been a copper 
forgery but I see no purpose for that. 


Sincerely yours. 



ERIC P.NEWMAN 
UOO Washington venue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 



Directors; 
D. F. Spink 
P. J. Spink 

DS/PM 


SPINK & SON, LTD. 

5, 6, & 7, KING STREET, 

ST. JAMES’S, 

LONDON, S.W.l. 



Telephone: 

WHITEHALL 5275 (5 lines 
Cables; 

Spink, London. 


19th June, 1963, 


Mr, Eric P. Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

U.S.A. 

Dear Eric, 


Thank you for your letter of the 10th enclosing $3, 50, the 
equivalent of which I will pass on to the Public Record Office, as requested. 

I have today written to Miss Jane Block because I think it is best 
to be quite open about these things and have asked if she has any of these Oak 
Tree Shillings and St, Patrick Farthings, and if so to let me see them. It 
will be interesting to see what reply I get, if anyl 

As you probably know, there was a long report in The Coin World 
recently of an interview between Margo Russell and John Ford on the question 
of these spark erosion forgeries. Although I know nothing about the process 
technically, I could not help feeling that it must be almost impossible to make 
a really good die by this process because it must have a marked granular 
appearance from the very nature of the process, I therefore wrote to the 
Royal Mint and they confirm this impression,as they had done a certain amount 
of investigation of the process and they said they have not yet seen a die produced 
by it which should give any trouble. I can, of course, see the possibility of 
artificially "distressing" a coin produced by such dies so as to remove or lose 
the granular appearance by the amount of artificial wear given to it, but surely 
this would hardly pay the forger, especially as he must lose at least one good 
original coin in making the dies in the first place? 

The process that does intrigue me is what John Ford calls the 
explosion impact method, and I can see possibilities in this of producing 
a practically perfect die from an original coin, but, of course, at the cost of 
losing the original coin, which would be worth while if it was a valuable enough 


piece and you could make an unlimited number of copies from the new dies. 
However, so far over here we have not yet met anybody who has seen a 
good forgery from either of these processes, and I am anxiously looking 
forward to seeing one. 

Finally, I understand on very good authority that the Wolfson 
1804 dollar was definitely sold at the Sale for $36, 000. 


With kindest regards, 




and address :...^ElN.K....&....S.QNfc...LX.Q. 









































41, Fenton Hoad, 

Southbourne. Bournemouth* Hants. 
ENGLAND. 

3rd July, 1963 . 


Dear Mr Newman; 


Thank you very much for your welcome letter dated 
June 14th; sorry for the delay in reply to you, but we have only re¬ 
cently returned from our holidays in Portugal. 


I thoroughly agree with your views that modern 
forgeries should be exposed, and can well appreciate your concern 
when you first saw those "Oak Tree" coins, they are not electros as 
I first thought, you see I was guided simply by the illustration in 
the Red book, and by the mention of "Wyatt copies" which I thought 
they were, and as you know I bought them as such, although Miss Block 
tried to pretend that she had had them valued in London a few years 
previously at £25 each, and believe she mentioned five of them altogether 0 
I did not receive a reply from her in response to my recent letter, as 
in fact never really expected one, but can assure you that the St.Pat¬ 
rick farthing that I saw at the same time from her was absolutely gen¬ 
uine, it was in copper, and undoubtedly "right", as have handled many 
of your U.S.A. coins since 1947, these have been a particular strong 
point with me, so I as am as dead against forgeries as you arel. ^^el 
that I cannot write to you without mentioning Lot No. 476 in the Glen¬ 
dining sale last Thursday, 27th June, 1963, which was purchased by a 
Mr Tinchant or ? Tearnshall?, in this lot was another of these Oak Tree 
copies; and after the sale I spoke to the auctioneer, Mr. French about 
it, and he informed me that they came from a Bank, this coin had a cut 
in the edge, but was identical to the two sent to Mr Vaskas by me. 

The lot realised something like £10 or £12, it was described as - 
"British Commonwealth coins in AE etc, Fine, total number was 234. In 
future I will report to you of all such copies etc that I may see, altho 
must say this, that in the 16 years that I have been handling U.S.A. 
coins have never run into such before, the only exceptions being the weil= 
known copies by Bolen of the Granby coppers, 1737. 


You mention a "Miss Keeler" in your 
not know anyone by this name, perhaps you meant to say 


letter, but I do 


I will ask my friend in America what he did with his 
copy, and advise you of his reply, would rather be inclined to think that 
he still has it. 

With the best of real good wishes, 


Yours /0i.nc'^rely, 
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l arch 23 , 1^64 


Dtsar Bob: 


itr. Robert /lack 
39 Donna Street 

.Vest Seabody, Massachusetts 01962 



Vow, what a protleml I have noted cJifferences between 
the pictured genuine pieces and tie piece subject to review, 
including ®ost of yours. They are on a separate sheet and there 
are many more which should be found. Please check them out. The 




choices are: 


1. Is it ^ retooling of a genuine coin? 

2. Is the obverse a die state before, during 
or after genuine obverse? 

3« Is the reverse a die state before, during 
or after genuine reverses? 

4, Is the obverse a new genuine die? 

5 , Is the reverse a new genuine die? 

6, Is it from forged dies? 

If it vere from a false die which was spark eroded from 


a genuine coin, the many differences would not exist. If it were 
a completely new hand cut forgery, the deviations would not have 
been made deliberately, but could have been ;.iade to do a neater 
job. It could not have been aiade before or dioring the striking 
of the pictured pieces in Koe. Therefore, I think it may be either 
a -^enuine recutting or a skilled forgerwork. 


Genuine Hecutting 


The reverse die had c) i >ped and was producing poor 
coins. The obverse die was weak in detail. Tiie only 
way to keep the dies alive was to soften them by 
annealingy than haimaer thair surfaces SJifficiently to 
fill up holes, then rsengrave the design over the old 
design. This would result in many deviations, but the 
same general outline. All changes could thus be 
accounted for, including the elimination of surface die 
chips. This would account for the liaiamered field rather 
than the smooth field. Is this haKimering and reengrnving 
probable, or would an engraver make a new die as easily. 


forgery 


Th® forger could transfer & reverse photo onto a pyK)to 
sensitized die blank and cut the die over the photo 
image. Tne forger could use a two-image microscope and 
transfer the iiAge seen by one eye to the other while 
engravin." the die. Another alternative is that a forger 
made a casting in a new strong plastic-like epoxy. This 
was transferred to a metal hub, then to & die, losing 
considerable sharpness. The die was then Ixand cut over 
the exist.ing outline. 


Think about these and let me hear your thoughts. 1 have 
retained the coin momentarily as I presume you have its picture. 

If not, please advise me whether I sho Id take a photo or will 
you take it. Where did it come from, what dealer , what price « as 
those facts are essentlaTT 


Sincerely 


ERIC r. 


P.S. Let Barnsley have the lialfpence if he wants them. 
Noe 13 Cak Tree is not rare as Oaks go. 

The only Vermont I do not have on your list is #36. 
I’ll look it over if you want. 









Mr. Robert Vlack 
39 Donna Street 
West Peabody, Massachusetts 01^6; 

Dear Bob: <1/ \ 

K 

Wow,\ whjkt^ A> problem I 
the pictured gkii^ne pieces and 
including most^f youi^ 
are many mors 
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If ity^e^e from a false die which was spark eroded from 
a.s«g)iuine coin, the many differences would not exist. If it were 
a\6ompletely new hand cut forgery, the deviations would not have 
been made deliberately, but could have been niade to do a neater 
job. It could not have been made before or during the striking 
of the pictured pieces in Noe. Therefore, I think it may be either 
a genuine recutting or a skilled forger*s work. 


Genuine Recutting 


The reverse die had chinped and was producing poor 
coins. The obverse die was weak in detail. The only 
way to keep the dies alive was to soften them by 
annealing,*then hammer their surfaces sufficiently to 
fill up holes, then reengrave the design over the old 
design. This would result in many deviations, but the 
same general outline. All changes could thus be 
accounted for, including the elimination of surface die 
chips. This would account for the hammered field rather 
than the smooth field. Is this hammering and reengraving 
probable, or would an engraver make a new die as easily. 


Forgery 

The forger could transfer a reverse photo onto a photo 
sensitized die blank and cut the die over the photo 
image. The forger could use a two-image microscope and 
transfer theHuage seen by one eye to the other while 
engraving the die. Another alternative is that a forger 
made a casting in a new strong plastic-like epoxy. This 
v/as transferred to a metal hub, then to a die, losing 
considerable sharpness. The die was then hand cut over 
the existing outline. 

Think about these and let me hear your thoughts. I have 
retained the coin momentarily as I presume you have its picture. 

If not, please advise me whether I should take a photo or will 
you take it. Where did it come from , what dealer , what price , as 
those facts are essentiaTT 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWJ^IAN 

P.S. Let Barnsley have the halfpence if he wants them. 
Noe 13 Oak Tree is not rare as Oaks go. 

The only Vermont I do not have on your list is #36. 
1*11 look it over if you want. 







Bob Vlack - March, 1964 


Oak Tree Shilling 

Similar to Noe 5 

Cr. 2-D 





Obverse oddities: 


1 . At 3 o’clock and 9 o clok the inner circle has a 
kink but in the normal coins it does not. 

2. N in IN has a thick diagonal going to the serif base 
whereas in normal pieces it is thin and goes to the 
upright above the serif. 

3. The horizontal base of the tree is thick straight and 
without roots whereas normal pieces have a thin, uneven 
baseline and with roots. 

4. The uprights of the trunk are abnormally thick. 

5. The uprights of H slant toward each other and the 
right top is above the top of V whereas the uprights 
on normal pieces are parallel and the right top is 
on level with top of V. 

6. The left serif of M is triangular and distant and 
from the right serif of N whereas the normal has a 
90° serif which virtually touches the serif of N. 

7. The serif on the central crossbar of E is thick and 
slopes decidedly down to right whereas in normal coins 
it is thin and almost vertical. 

g. The field appears hammered in texture. 


Reverse oddities: 

20. There are no die breaks particularly at the contact of 
the second AN and between A and the stop or across top 
of ND.A. 

21. The center top of W is not two Vs crossed but a common 
juncture whereas in the normal the corssing is definite 
and conforming to the style of letter then on other pieces. 

22. The stop between M and N is a horizontal oval whereas on 
the normal coins it is circular. 

23. The bottom of ¥ is much closer to the inner circle than 


normal. 


24. The loop of the 6 does not join the main stroke whereas 
in all normal coins it does. 

25. The D in DOM has no serif on the left bottom whereas on 
others it touches the adjacent N. 

26. There are 66 dots in inner circle whereas the normal 
coin has 65. 

27. The field appears hammered in texture. 
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REPORT OF EXAMINATION OF UNRECORDED TYPE OF 
MASSACHUSETTS PINE TREE SHILLING 


Weight* 31^ grains 

Obverse: The letters MA ATVSE and IN are readable« 

The H is omitted from the legend as is the case in 
Noe llo The pine needles are unnatural and. appear 
like saw teeth* 

Reverse: The 65 in the date are rather modernly 
formed and not extremely crude as on known pieces* 

Juxtaposition: If turned on®a vertical axis the 
obverse and reverse face directly upright. 

Diameter: The horizontal diameter is 28/32". The 
vertical diameter is 29/32". The area of the coin 
is calculated at *62 square inches. The area of the 
top of the lettering does not show. 

The maximum diameter of the largest pine 
tree shilling is l~l/8" making its area *99 square 
X inches* Assuming that the piece in question had a 

uniform thickness which it has so far as it exists, 
its full size weight would be .99 divided by *62 
multiplied by 3 I 2 or 50 grains. This is so far below 
the 72 grain standard 1X28 on which genuine coins 
were made that there is no other conclusion but that 
the piece in question is a forgery,The wear would not 
account for any substantial part of the deficiency 
in weight. 


Eric P* Newman Numismatic Education 
Society 


April 23,196U 




Dear Eric; 



5/22/64 


P. O. BOX 366 ALBERTSON 
LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 

Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


Thanks for the letter and the coins. In the event that you may have over¬ 
looked it, JHU has a 1-C continental dollar in what appears to be copper 
rather than brass. Thanks also for the photos. I still do need more of " 
the Hancock piece, whenever you can get to it. What do you mean "garbage 
about the new confederate "? I’ve seen the piece, and so has WB and a few 
others. Ify examination was real quick, in poor light, and I would rather 
have some reservations until I can examine it more closely, but, all others 
agree that it’s good, and, if you’d like to examine it, I can have it shipped 
to you. Do you ever read research articles on numismatics, especially those 
done by a fellow named E.P. Newman? I’d suggest that you check the Feb. Numis¬ 
matist, 1963 . This piece matches the one described in almost every detail, and 
the few very minor exceptions can be accounted for by slight re-^utting. I 
checked it very carefully against the photos that this fellow Neuman sent me. 

So, what else is new?? Sorry I missed your call the other day. I’m anxious 
for your (new?) opinion on the silver immune. I haven't as yet read the 
latest installment on the Franklin printing. I hope that when it’s finished, 
it will be reprinted as a pamphlet, or book. Must get to work and try to 
make some money. Could you sell me a few proof sets? I need 1936, 1950, 

1941 , and 1942 (5 pieces) for a good friend and customer? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 














May 26, 196h 


Mr. Robert ?lack 

39 Donna Street 

West Peabody, Mass. 01962 

Dear Bob: 

I am returning the Oak Tree shilling which you were 
nice enough to send me and must admit that »y original corres* 
pondenoe on it was not what it should have been. 

This coin is definitely a forgery and I wrote up this 
matter in the February, 1963 Numismatist. At that time I had 
seen two specimens of the forgery, each different, and this 
is the third specimen which I had been trying to trace for a 
long time. 

I asked Dr. Fattel about it and never could find out 
what happened to it. I don’t believe Dr.Fattel realizes how 
serious this situation is. 

This forgery has tmioh thicker roots than the other 
specimens I know of indicating that the die is somewhat soft 
and was often reworked. This leads me to believe that the 
die may not have been steel. It is quite surprising to find 
the only three known pieces in different states of the die, 
all coming out of England, from the same source, at the same 
time. 

I am certainly glad I had the opportunity of study¬ 
ing the coin because now I suspect that the dies may be epoxy 
plastic. 


My kindest regards. 



BRIG P. NEWMAN 


SPN/atb 


August 2 I 4 ., I 96 I 4 . 


Mr. D. G. Liddell 
Spink & Son Ltd. 

5 King Street, St. James 
London SWl, England 

Dear Mr. Liddell: 

Just a note to advise you that the London 
Elephant tokens recently appearing in London are 
modern forgeries. A ’’brilliant proof” has even 
appeared fresh from ’’the 17th century.” I will 
write this up shortly. 

You will recall you had an Oak Tree Shilling 
which I advised you was a forgery. It is fully 
described in the Peb., 1963, Numismatist. You said 
that after you checked it, you might consider giving 
it to me and I hope you will let me have it for my 
American forgery reference collection. VJould you 
like an English forgery in exchange? Your coin is 
safe with me. 

All of these forgeries are from a London source 
and are impact die preparations. The forger is 
working on American related pieces found in England 
and should be exposed before his scope is broadened. 

I just saw Mr. and Mrs. Norweb in Cleveland 
and she celebrated her 50th anniversary of member¬ 
ship in the American Numismatic Association. 

Kindest regards. 


Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

P. 0. Box III.020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 

U. S. A. 


^ ^uttttamatfr a^ 

0 M Chartered by Congress 

1912 

Usatlf ffiitprary Auiarh 
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P.O. BOX 123 ALBERTSON 
NEW YORK 11507 
Area Code 516 . MAyfair 1-0763 


7/5/t': 

Dear Eric: 

Nice talking with you the other day. You should do this more often. 
The U.S. Secret Service Special Agent is: 

Adm. John H. Hanley 

Attached to the U.S, Embassy in Paris 
Office phone: ANJ 7^ 00 ext 3332 
Home address: 43 Rue de Laborde^ Paris 8 
Horae phone: Laborde 01 

Our Gunsmith is: Anthony Foley 

12 Pindock Mews (off Warwick Ave.) 

Little Venice 
London W. 9 
Cunningham 9703 

Kindest regards^ 



Sincerely, 



July 21, 1966 


Mr, Albert Baldwin 
A,H.Baldwin & Sons 
The Adelphi 

1-11 John Adam St., Ground Floor 
London W,C.2, England 

Dear Albert: 

As a good detective I was very pleased to have 
Bryan Grover state that he will be glad to cooperate 
in checking out the party who submitted the gold 
St#Patrlck Farthing to the Wallis ^ Wallis Auction. 

I am looking forward to his findings. 

There was an Oak Tree Shilling forgery sold 
at the Qlendining Sale on 31 October, 1962, Lot 313* 

It would be very interesting to find out who put it 
in the auction and whether it was actually sold. 

I was advised that there was also another Oak 
Tree Shilling forgery in the group of British Common¬ 
wealth silver coins which constituted Lot U76 in 
the Olendining Sale of 27 June, 1963, and it might 
be worth while to see where they came from. I was 
advised they came from a bank but the bank, no doubt, 
was handling the matter for a customer. 

I certainly thank you for your courtesies when 
I visited you and believe we made considerable pro¬ 
gress in the interesting projects we were undertaking. 

As soon as I receive my statement from you I 
will clear up the other open matters. 

My kindest personal regards to you and your 
associates. 

Cordially, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 

P.O.Box 1U020 

St, Louis, Missouri 63178 

EPN/atb 


i.f. 







ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


March A, 1982 


REGISTERED MAIL 


International Numismatic Society 
P, 0. Box 19386 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dear Skip and Charles: 

You gave us an easy problem. You-will note that both coins you sent 
have the same 10.29 specific gravity. They were both made from the same metal 
mixture^in England about 1962 from forged dies. 

952-L Oak Tree Shilling 4.90261 grams. 10.29 Sp. gr. If obverse 
is turned on horizontal axis reverse is 270 degrees offset. 

Heavy open planchet crack at 6:30 on obverse and 8:30 on reverse. 
This piece is from forged dies made in England. It is fully 
described in the February, 1963 Numismatist in an article I 
wrote. We have an extensive file on the pieces. 

951-L Mark Newly farthing in silver 7.35305 grams. 10.29 Sp. gr. 

Edge filed instead of milled. This piece is from forged dies 
made in England. It is fully described in the May, 1963 
Numismatist in an article I wrote. There is a forgery in gold 
from the same dies. We have an extensive file on the pieces. 

Many dealers have tried to confuse the issue. 

The coins are returned. If you need more detail after examining the 
articles, please feel free to ask. 

We hope we have been of service. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Ends. 



